ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 10, 1967 


Mr. Stewart P.Withen 

C/o Numismatic Serapbook Magazine 
7320 Milwaukee Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 6068 (Niles) 


Dear Mr, Withan: 


Your article in the November, 1967 SCRAPBOOK 
was most stimulating, 


In your questions and conclusions, I think you 
might enalyze whether the punches were locked into a 
jig for spacing convenience and could be rotated in 
their position in that jig or could be mowed from one 
position to another. This would account for the defect 
appearing without uniformity. Each engraver had his 
own tools and thus it is not unusual for Reich's tools 
not to be used again. 


Too much reliance is placed on Mr. Beistle's 
book, He only used one collection to write the book 
and his ability to deseribe pieces left much to be 


desired, 
I would appreciate your comments. 
Sineerely yours, 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN /atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION ee 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS » 


THE LEONARD AGENCY COMPANY 


INSURANCE - SURETY BONDS - REAL ESTATE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT - MORTGAGE LOANS John B, Leonard 
700 HARTER BANK BUILDING sigh . Madi 
is ‘alph R. Pumphrey 
chaining ip John S. Starrett, CPCU 
CANTON, OHIO 44702 John R. Schaeublin, CLU 


Richard W. Anderson, CPCU 
Margaret Papas 
Robert S. Rownd 


November 16, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am pleased that you were interested enough to write about the November 1967, 
Scrapbook monograph. My pleasure is heightened by your eminence in the numismatic 
field and because of my admiration for your excellent work. 


The third paragraph of your letter stated that "Too much reliance is placed on 
Mr. Beistle's book." If this were intended as a gentle criticism of my monograph 
I obviously missed the mark. I thought I deliberately challenged his work by in- 
dicating that there are only three mentions of "scallops" when all coins for the 
period had them. 


If the statement were intended as a general comment I could not agree more, but 
before Overton, where was one to turn? To Haseltine? To Gies? To Overton's 
1958 Catalogue? There was no place to go for die identification; with all of 
Beistle's inadequacies, for purpose of identification, he was the best. I have 
all but 25 of the main Beistle varieties for the years 1807 to 1836, so I have 
had my share of struggling. 


From Beistle's foreward I am left with the impression that he worked with at 
least two collections, his own and that of E.H.R. Green, plus coins supplied by 
David Proskey. I agree that his ability to describe a piece "left much to be 
desired," 


Now to your second paragraph. I am sure there is much I don't know and have not 
read on the subject of die preparation, I am sure your comment regarding the jig 
comes from your vast knowledge of the subject. So may I be a Yankee and ask you 
a question? Where can I find material that includes the information which you 
shared with me? 


My library is miniscule compared to yours; though it contains many volumes I 
cannot recall mention of the "star jig." My use of the ANS library is very 
limited since they don't mail their volumes as the ANA will do. 


Your willingness to share with me the source of additional information specifically 
relating to the subject would be much appreciated. 






incerely your 





INDEPENDENT. 
INSURANCE AGENTS 
OF CANTON 


Stewart Witham 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Merch 19, 1968 


Mr, Stewart »°,. Witham 
20 Rose Lane 
North Centon, Ohio 41720 


Dear Mr.Withams: 


IT am pleased thet you followed up with your letter of 
Merch 15,1968 in view of the fect that your November 16, 1967 
letter was not answered, The reason it was hot answered wae 
because we did not know whet to answer. It was hoped thet an 
enswer would be found. 


To be specific, I searched endlessly in connection 
with The Fantastic 180f Delicr in the hopes of finding detedle 
on the Gasteigne machine. I did not find any. Under these 
circumstences the chences of finding anything easily are few, 

I might suggest the United Stetes Patent Office, elthough I 

am satisfied nothing new was patented with respect to this 
mechine. Selentific American, in the middle nineteenth century, 
did not yield anything. Perhaps a library, such as M.I.T. 

might heve some early hineteenth century books or other pub- 
licaticns on mechanical enginecring. Perhaps some prefessor 

who hes atudied the history of sechanicel engineering can 

make some sugrestions,. 


The Dutch Mint has @ grest deal on minting machinery 
but this is, again, a foreign source which is inapplicable 
to your problen. 


Referring to the second end third paragraphs of your 
Nevember letter, I wish to assure you thet we both agree, It 
hed nothing te do with your research or thst of any one else's, 
It is just e@ limitetion which too few people recognize. 


With respect to the jig to hold ster punches, this 
is entirely theory I sugeested, I merely tried to figure out 
how I would do it if I hed the problem. I have no basis for 
knowing it was done that way but merely used reverse logic 
from the ster defect positions which you point oute 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS. CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIECTC 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Page 2 March 19, 1968 
Me. Stewart P.Withen 


To be helpful to you is our sincere wish but we just 
do not know the answers. I hope you can find then. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ae a 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION socrery 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS. CURRENCY AND HICTORIC ORnIgctTre 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 27, 1968 


Wilbert, Ine. 
2ist Street Place and Gerdner Road 
Broadview, Illinois 60155 


Gentlemen: 


You have been sending replica evins 
_ to various mortuaries end we were wondering 
if you would send us, for our library, two 
whichiwe heve not acquired. They are the 
1860 Persons & Co,Assayers $20, and the other 
is the 1776 New Hampshire piece inscribed 
AMERICAN LIBERTY. 


If these are not part of the set you 
are distributing, would you let me know. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN Atb 


NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
~ COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIECT< 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 26, 1968 


Mr, Robert C, Willey 

C/o Whitman Numismatic Journal 
1220 Mound Avenue 

Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Mr. Willey: 


In your interesting article entitled "A History 
of + -¥4 Money in Canada", you mention the Army Bills 
of 1 12. 


I am wondering whether you know of the existence 
of any of these bills and if you could obtain ea photo- 
copy or picture of the bill itself, Perhaps you might 


let me know the source for your information with respect 
to the bills. 


I would be greteful for your cooperation, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUGATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


1318 Timberlake Drive 
Iynchburg, Va. 24502 


Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6350 Cecil Avenue, 
St. Louis, 5 Missouri 


Gentlemens: 


I am enclosing a Virginia Halfpenny in response to Mr, Newman's suggestion 
that there may be new die varieties or combinations of varieties not yet 
reported, in his monograph "Coinage For Colonial Virginia" nor in Museum 
Notes x 


I have compared the enclosed coin with all of the illustrations of coins 

with and without periods, It is true that the Reverse of the coin is 

not too good for comparative purposes, but the Obverse has some distinguishing 
features which are differamt from his Obverse illustrat ions. 


The engraving appears to be a different style in "Georgius" The "V" is a 
different shape and thickness, The "oO" appears elliptical rather than round, 
Then too the "S" is low andcthe: periodiis low. There is a hairling crack 

at the neck line about the o'clock position, There are wide spaces between 
R-E-X. S is not as closeto 12) O'clock position as first I of III. 


The reverse condition is not too good. It agrees with many of the items 
as set forth in The D and other varieties, It does have a long crack 
line at the right base of the shéeld, 


If you are interested in looking at the coin for a more accurate classification 
I would appreciate your efforts, If not, just return the coin and use the 
enclosed postage, 


I have another Virginaéa Halfpenny which I have identified as 5-Z. It agrees 7 bi 
with the description yet it does not have the top part of the one 1773. It 
looks like a J with the top part off, I don't know whether this is importaht 


or not. Although most of the Virginia halfpennies I have has the top prt of 
theJ even though feight, 


If you provide the servide as described above I would appreciate your remarks 
concerning the enclosed coin. If not, please use th e enclosed postage 
and tags: 6 return’the coin, 

Yours truly, 


Charlea 0 Hebb 
Charles 0, W4lis 


Look, £4. 


Soe aucbrsel fo cartfald may yee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 31, 1968 


Mr.Charles 0. Wills 
1318 Timberlake Drive 
Lynchburg, Ve. 24502 


Dear Mr. Wills: 


The Virginia Halfpenny which you forwarded and 
your letter concerning it have been reviewed and your 
comments are certeinly sound. 


Unfortunately, the condition of your piece is 
such that I cannot be sure of its variety. It appears 
to be generally like variety 2h-K. It is entirely 
possible that the die was slightly reeengraved causing 
some of the differences you point out. The spacing of 
the letters appears to conform to 2h-K so far as I can 
tell. Naturally there is the problem of a poor strike 
where metal does not fill in all recessed areas in the 
die leaving, for example, the base of the V missing on 
the obverse, 


I am returning the piece herewith and suggest 
you look it over again and see if you agree with me. 


As to your 5=Z, it is not unusual for part 
of a letter or number to be poorly struck. This is 
often due to the radial expansion of the copper where 
the striking pressure cannot keep up with the movement 
of the metal. 


_ We hope we have been helpful and sre glad to 
heer from you with respect to your findings. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN/atb 


CERTIFIED MAIL 


‘ NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
_ * COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBIECTS 


University of Missouri 
COLUMBIA - KANSAS CITY - ROLLA - ST. LOUIS 


1 Tate Hall 
OFFICE OF THE Columbia, Mo. 65201 
GENERAL COUNSEL September 16, 1968 Area Code 314 449-9261 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I am enclosing a copy of the University 
of Missouri Bulletin, Volume 15, No. 24, Social 
Science Series No. 1 of August 1914 which includes 
the article on the Loan Office Experiment in Missouri. 


While I am not certain as to the ownership 
of this document, I suggest that you hold it in your 
library until it is requested. 


Sincerely yours, 





JAW: db 
encl. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 18, 1968 


Mr. Jackson A, Wright 
University of Missouri 
1 Tate Halil 

Columbia, Mo. 65201 


Dear Jack: 


Thank you, so much, for whet you sent me, 
I understand it is subject to conditional re- 
tention, 


You were very kind to locate it. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
. EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBIECTSs 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 15, 1968 


Mr, Edwin Wolf, 2nd 

Library Company of Philadelphia 
Broad and Christian St, 
Philadelphia, Penna, 


Dear Edwin: 


I am writing a new book and need a piece of inform- 
ation which you may have at your fingertips. 


Many yeers ago you sent me a photocopy of a broad« 
side owned by the Library Company, signed "Farmer Dick" and 
complaining about the value at which halfpence were circul- 
ating in Philadelphia. This broadside was tentetively dated 
1743, in pencil, by some librarian. A way of positively 
dating it is to find out the dete of an event mentioned 
therein which occurred twelve years before the issuance of 
the broadside. The event wes thet the merchants and busi- 
ness people of Philadelphia agreed to take the paper money 
of the lower counties (Delaware) at par. This agreement 
was signed by over one hundred people and could well be in 
your library. This agreement is mentioned in The History 
of Philedelphia, by Scharf ahd Westcott, Vol. 3, p.2085 and 
épparently falls between 1723 and 1729 although no date is 
given. By answering my inquiry you will probably date the 
Farmer Dick broadside as well,as find the agreement date, 


My very kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/TION SOCIETY 


BPN /atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIECTE< 


fx. bo x 226, 
Espanola, Oat, 
Canada. 
Vou. 04 (6%. 


Dear Hr. Mewman 

/ was very mferested fy learn of your Aauing 
delwered a paper at fac AMS. on “Banyloun “Aelfpence. 
It it is to be publihed, / should hike fo Know, jy 
order To chfain g copy, Since / am jrterested i He 
English and (rsh haltperme of George MM ard fheir many 


British, American, and Canadian jmitatsans. 


Sincerely, 


MWg, RMS. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 26, 1968 


Mr, R. C,. Willey 
P.O.Box 726 
Espanola, Ont., Candda 


Dear Mr, Willey: 


You were very nice to write with respect to 
my talk at the A.N.S. The talk will not be published 
as I am planning to write a book on the subject. 


I have been making a study of imitation English 
halfpence of George III, both British and American, and 
do not know what you mean by Canadian imitetions. It 
would be most interesting for you to inform me. 


Do you have a collection of imitetions, as I 
would very much like tohave the opportunity to examine 
and study them to see what ones are of American origin. 
Perhaps you could send me a list of those you have by 
dete and type. We have identified a number of those 
of American origin by matching letter punches and vignette 
punches to American coins, as you no doubt know, 


I am enclosing two pares of my telk to show 
you the Canadian use of the word "Bungtown" and if you 
would like to read my talk I will arrange to have it 
sent to you by Robert Vlack who is now reading it, 


You may be able to help me in connection with 
the publication, 


IT look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIECT< 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 20, 1969 


Mr. Stewart P, Witham 
The Leonard Agency Co, 
700 Herter Bank Bldg. 
Centon, Chio 44702 


Dear Mr. Withens 


You requested our cooperation with respect to 
informetion on the edge dies for helf dollers. 


The party who has written an article on the 
subject is Allen Curtis, P.0.Box 380, Williamsburg, Virginia, 
23185. It was submitted to Edwerd Rechette, Editor, The 
Numismatist, on June 27, 1969. Since it is a controversial 
subject it might be well te have you write an article on the 
subject, elso, and heave them published together, 


Tt hed the opportunity of speaking te the Head of 
the Mint in Norway end the Head of the Mint in the Setherlends 
while I was in Philadelphia, They indicated thet the Norwegian 
Mint hes an old fashioned edging machine, from 1810, with sone 
of the edge dies and the Dutch “int probably has some too, They 
did indicate thet there was one die which was cne and one-half 
times the circumference of the eccoin end that the first pert 
of the die was with the letters only slightly raieed and the 
lest part of the die would have the identical letters in the 
identical position se thet there would be a double impression 
caused by each of the edging dies. 


Tf you write these two mints they will be glad to give 
you the informetion in deteil, i[¢ might eleo be helpful if 
they were kind enough to send e picture of their edee letherer. 


Please keep me advised as to any letters you write. 
If you need the specific names of the Mint Masters who visited 
Philadelphia for the opening of the Mint, the Mint officials, 
or Cherles Hoskins, can readily furnish them, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBIFCTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


=20 August 20, 1969 
Mr. Stewart P,. Witham 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUGATIOGN SOGIETY 


EPR / ath 


be: 
Mr. Edw. Rochette 
Mr, Allen Curtis 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORTECT<C 


ao 


Stewart P. Werhor 
204 Rose Lane S. W. 


North Canton, Ohio 44720 > Tis 


May 10, 1971 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
5450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63155 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In working on a Bust Half problem I came across your 1804 dollar reference 
on dentilation, Page 30 of your book, which says in effect that dentilation 
was made by a lathe with no specific number of dentils expected. I would 
like to ask you a few questions: 


1. When was this process used in the United States Mint? 
2. Was the method used between 1820 and 1824 in the United States Mint? 


3. Was the method different than that used 1807 to 1809? 


4. In regard to Breen's Die & Coinage, Pages 5 and 9, is it possible that 
the method which he suggests is correct? And if so, for what period 
was it used? 


5. When did they start using a pre-determined number of dentils? 


I have checked your book, The Fantastic 1804 Silver Dollar; Breen's 

Die & Coinage; Taxay on Counterfeits and his U. S. Mintage, as well as Peck. 
Also I have checked Eckfeldt and DuBois, 1842 edition; and Evans' History 
of the U. S, Mint; Frank Stewart, James Ross Snowden, and so on down the 
line. But I find nothing but confusion. 


First, the sources, most of which are not original, do not agree; second, 
the time for the use of the method which each describes is never clear. 


Where could I locate specific, authoritative source material on the method 
of dentilation used in the United States Mint for the period 1820 to 1824, 


I would welcome your help. 


i sincere Wy , ; 


Stewart P. Witham 


SPW: JK WW 


WANTED 


BUST HALF DOLLARS BY OVERTON NUMBERS 


Unc. or AU only 


Fine or better 


Al OVERTON 


1704 ( 102,104a,105,108- 1805 108 
1795 101 ,106,107,108 | 1806 107,117,218 ,199 
10 APO 
é 1807 104 
1805/4 103 
1809 109¢,110,111,112 
1805 104,113 
1810 107,109a 
1806 108,122,124 
1811 112,1122 
1807 107 , 
1813 102,106,107 
1809 104,110,113,114 
1814 106 
1811 ei I 
1817 105,107,109,110a 
1812/1 101,101a 
1818 106,110,112a,115 
1817 104 
1819 106,107a,112 
1818 110,112a,115 Taye 
1821 107 
1819/18 106 
1823 106 
1820 107 
1824 102,106,106a 
1822/1 102 
1826 107,113,114 
i fg 7,113,114 
1827 110,111,119,127, #6 
1824 102,114 134,135,138,144 
1825 109 1829 109,118 
1827 122,123,124,137 1831. 117,118 
1828 105 1835 103,104 
1830 Caeaks re 114 1836 103,105,111 ,121 
1831 117 
1832 117 
1833 144 
1836 121 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 
June 14, 1971 


Mr. Stewart P, Witham 
204 Rose Lane, S. W. 
North Canton, Ohie 44720 


Dear Mr. Witham: 


T just returned from Europe and by chance spent time talking to the Chief 
Engraver of the Royal Mint. We discussed, among other things “your” subject; 
the beading on the inside of the border of a die. He still punched them in by 
hand. I did not ask whether he used a jig to fit into prior punched beads or 
a miitiple bead punch, This latter method has been in ese since the middle 
ages, as you know, but a twin punch is not very accurete compared to three 
projections in a curved row on one punch, 


As to early U. &. coin methods, it was my thought that if a small circular 
roller with ridges were rolled along the border of a coin die, as the die was 
turned in a lathe, it would space the edge dentilation positions. These could 
then be cut with a single hand puach, deepening one dentil at a time, Does this 
make sense to you or did the engraver go around the outside and hope to come 
out without a gap? He didn't seem to mark diameters at 180, 90, 45 ete. degrees, 
I would modify my comment on page 30 of "The Fantastic" if I were writing today. 
Variations in number of dentils would be caused by making new or having several 
multiple punches or by the position of a roller relative to the die center point. 


Whenever you use a notched or ridged roller or nurler on collar dies or 
coin dies you cannot control the number of ridges perfectly. They vary one ridge 
in either direction or are exactly as anticipated. They space out by themselves 
by slight slippage to the amazement of most people. 


We know so little about diemaking detail at the early U. S. Mint. Each 
engraver may have done things his own way, depending on his skill at different 
tasks. A study of the coins themselves is the best resource. There are no 
original written references of which I @m aware. I think you might want to do a 
lot of dentil counting and dentil size end shape comparison, 


When you have a chance, drop me your thoughts. Then I'11 call you up and 
we will talk about it, It is a fascinating subject. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
= EDUCATION SOCIETY 


atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORTECT<C 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 14, 1971 


Me. Stewart P. Withan 
204 Rose Lane, 5. W. 
North Canton, Ohie 44720 


Dear Mr. Witham: 


I just returned from Europe and by chance spent time talking to the Chief 
Engraver of the Royal Mint. We discussed, among other things “your” sub fect, 
the beading on the inside of the border of a die. He still punched them in by 
hand. I did not ask whether he used a jig to fit into prior punched beads or 
a miltiple bead punch. This latter method has been in use since the middle 
ages, as you know, but a twin punch is mot very accurate compared to three 
projections in a curved row on one punch, 


As to early U. &. coin methods, it was my thought that if @ small circular 
roller with ridges were rolled along the border of a coin die, es the dle was 
turned in a lathe, it would espace the edge dentiletion positions. These could 
then be cut with a single hand punch, deepening one dentil at a time, Does this 
make sense to you or did the engraver go around the outside and hope to come 
out without a gap? He didn't seem to mark diameters at 190, 90, 45 etc. degrees. 
I would modify my comment on page 30 of "The Fantastic” if I were writing today, 
Variations in number of dentils would be caused by meking new or having several 
multiple punches or by the position of a roller relative to the die center point. 


Whenever you use a notched or ridged roller or nurler on collar dies or 
cola dies you cannot control the number of ridges perfectly. They vary one ridge 
in either direction or are exactly as aaticipated. They space out by themselves 
by slight slippage to the amazement of most people. 


We know so little about diemaking detail at the early U. S, Mint. Each 
engraver may have done things hie own way, depending on his skill at different 
tasks. A study of the coins themselves is the best resource. There are no 
original written references of which I am aware. I think you might want to do a 
lot of dentil eounting and dentil size and shape comparison. 


When you have a chance, drop me your thoughts. ‘Then 1'11 ¢eall you up and 
we will talk about it. It is a fascinating subject. 


Sincerely, 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCLETY 

EPN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


alg 
TELEPHONE: 456-8311 


THE ] | | f Tj L | Abi / CY COMPANY INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 


700 Harter Bank Building \Qammy, Canton, Ohio 44702 John B, Leonard 


John S. Starrett, CPCU 
AFFILIATES: John R. Schaeublin, CLU 
Richard W. Anderson, CPCU 


DANIELS-HOLWICK — GENERAL INSURANCE AGENCIES Margaret Papas 


Dale H. Holwick, Jr., CPCU 
June 30 > 1971 George R. Daniels 











Mr. Eric P, Newman 

Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


If you say they are still punching the dentils by hand, and one at a 
time, I'll have to believe it. But it seems so unlikely in these 
times of mechanization, 


By observation it is hard for me to believe that a "blacksmith" could 
punch dentils on 1820 era United States coins with the regularity that 
appears to exist. 


I have counted dentils on obverse Bust Half dies for the years 1821, 
1822, 1823, 1824 and 1825. There are forty-seven obverse dies - 


5 have 107 
7 have 108 
14 have 109 
21 have 110 


There were no unusual spaces that couldn't be explained by striking 
characteristics; i.e., off center, non-level dies, planchets with thin 
and thick ends, as well as wear. 


I have also studied all obverse dies 1807 through 1820, one hundred thirty- 
three in number. In all these there are: 


1. Three overlapped pairs of dentils. 
2. One pair of adjoining wide dentils. 
3. One triple dentil run together, 

4. One wide dentil, 


An associate has counted obverse dentils as follows: 
1807 
1 has 141 
1 has 142 
1 has 145 
1 has 152 
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1808 


have 124 
hag) 125 
have 126 
has 129 
has 136 
has 140 
has 150 
has 154 


ell ell ool ol Oe 


1809 


6 have 124 
9 have 125 


In between years have not been counted, but even these numbers suggest 
some questions: 


(a) Does the stability in numbers at 1809 mean planning that 
did not exist before? 


(b) Why in 1809 - even with stability - would there be two 
totals? Were these planned or just happenstance? 


(c) Were the number reductions and close numbers the result of 
luck? Planning? If so, why were they not all the same? 
(Incidentally - 1821 - seven obverse dies were all 110) 


(d) Is it possible that they (blacksmiths) were so skilled in 
unplanned punching that they caused only six errors from 
1807 through 1825? 


(e) If, on the other hand, the number was planned why were there 
differences of one or two from die to die in a given year? 


(f) Could it be true that spacing, depth size, overlaps could be 
avoided without charting or scheduling the results? On 180 
dies? Over a period when more than one man must have done 
the work? 


Others less experienced than you with whom I have discussed this subject say 
simply that innate skills permitted near perfection which the numbers suggest. 
But I want to attribute more skill and ingenuity to our early craftsmen, I 
want to believe that they worked to improve techniques and to effect shortcuts 


to ease the tedium of the task and to speed production. Is this supportable? 
Or just wishful thinking? 
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One thing - consistency - that has bothered me is the apparent equal depth 
of all dentils. If I understand the process dentils were punched into a 
female working die. If this is so the equal depth would be difficult to 
achieve. If, however, they were punched into a hub which made a male - 
matrix (hope I'm using the right terms) the dentil tops could then be 
lapped to equal height. When done the working die could be sunk; dentil 
depth would be equal and the coin, when struck, would show this clearly. 
But I am told that presses of the time were not capable of sinking the 
entire image at one time. So - how could the craftsman's skill produce 
such unerring depth? 


So all I can do is ask questions. 


There may be some things I can do since I own all Bust Half marriages 
between 1807 and 1836 except three; there are a total of 443, 


What can you suggest? 


Ss rely yours, 





Stewart Witham 


SW: JK 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 12, 1971 


Mr. Stewart P, Withen 
204 Rose Lane, 8.W. 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 


Dear Mr. Witham: 


It was most pleasant to discuss the dentil, dot etc. problem with 
you over the telephone and I think we both have further food for thought. 


Your letter of June 3% is fascinating in its content and I would 
like to see the pieces which have errors in dentil placement. Perhaps 
I have them and wonder if you can tell me what they are, 


As to the Casteing article, I am sending you the German text. 
Part of it was translated by Allen Curtis and I enclose what he has 
done. if you can finish the translation or feel clarification might 
be made, please do so and send us both copies, 


Come and classify my half dollars sometime as I haven't time 


to do it. 
Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours, 
ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN 

ath 

Cc; 

Mr. Allen Curtis 

P.0.Box 380 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF :COINS.: CURRENCY. “ANID -EHRTOARIC Aeteaes 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 27, 1971 


Mr. S. P. Witham 
204 Rose Lane, S. W,. 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 


Dear Mr, Witham: 


Since our chat, I gave a talk in Oklahoma City, 
where I saw Al Overton. He showed me the check list of 
the half dollar bust group collection inventories, Will 
you send me a Xerox of your copy so I can study it? 


I look forward to hearing from you shortly as to 
whether you can come here the Sunday after Thanksgiving, 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 
atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION | 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIFCTS 


North Cant 





ff 1G; COMPANY INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 


John B, Leonard 
Ohio 44702 puna P, witham 


é John S. Starrett, CPCU 
AF FILIATES: John R. Schaeublin, CLU 
Richard W. Anderson, CPCU 


DANIELS-HOLWICK — GENERAL INSURANCE AGENCIES Margaret Papas 


Dale H. Holwick, Jr., CPCU 
George R. Daniels 


November 10, 1971 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P, Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Sorry for the delay in response to your October 27, 1971 letter 
in re the bust group inventories but I have been examining the 

interests of some members of the informal group. Incidentally, 
Al Overton is not a member. 


I, and Bust Half collectors "BHNC," are for education, for furthering 
the hobby knowledge. But the group feels this Inventory Survey was 

a very personal matter; some "members" supplied the data on the 
promise that it would remain confidential to the group. 


The fact that Al Overton has exhibited the "work" to you does not 
relieve us of our obligation to the other members, 


So, regrettably, I cannot send you a copy. I do hope this refusal 
is understandable or at least respected. 


Sincerely, 





Stewart Witham 
President 


SW: JK 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


September 16, 1977 


Mr. Stewart P. Witham 
204 Rose Lane S. W. 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 


Dear Stewart: 


Your letter of September 7, 1977, is easy to answer. I have 
never heard of the piece and know nothing about it. It obviously is 
an individual engraving. I would speculate that on October 5, 1896 
some political event took place in the St. Louis Auditorium which I 
can check in the newspapers. It was probably so well attended that 
there were people both inside and outside the Auditorium. There may 
even be a picture of the event in Harpers or Leslies. Cockran was 
probably here as the speaker. 


For the next few weeks I will not be able to help you, but 
wonder if you can give me some additional information if you have any. 


Kindest regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


"STF os 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 15, 1978 


Mr. S. P. Witham 
204 Rose Lane, Southwest 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 


Dear Stu: 


We have two people who are knowledgeable on Missouri tokens. 
There is a teacher by the name of Michael G. Pfefferkorn, 7604 Alaskan 
Court, St. Louis, Missouri 63011. The person who has the largest token 
collection here is Charles Littlefield. 


I have considerable information on the early tokens of Missouri, 
being the ones prior to the Civil War. 


I hope I have been helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


S. B, WITHAM 


‘ose Lane §.W, 
North Conton, Ohio 44729 


August 5, 1983 


TO THE BUST HALF NUT CLUB 
I have in our collection the following bust half dollars which 
are unlisted in Overton as amended in 1983: 
1826 
1829 Compact Date, Obv. 4. 
1832 Small Letters. 
1834 Small Stars, Small Date. 
All of the above are about uncirculated or better. 


I may have other unlisted varieties, as I have perhaps 100 more 
extras for someone to ao through. 


I think the description should be corrected on: 
1818 Reverse E. It should be: 
AlC A2UE A3B or A3UE 
I have recently spoken about the foregoing with Stewart Witham 


as I just went over the primary collection recently and never 
had checked Overton varieties previously. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN :bgqw 


August 19, 1983 


Mr. Stewart P. Witham 

204 Rose Lane S.W. 

North Canton, Ohio 44720 

Dear Stewart: 

Enclosed are 10 slides covering the 5 new varieties I 
believe I have found in my collection. Please check me 
out. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encls. 


FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P, NEWMAN 


: STEWART’ P. WITHAM 
R 
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